
Online Child Exploitation & What You 

Can Do To Prevent It 



National Center for Missing & Exploited 

Children 

 A private, nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization

 NCMEC is the leading nonprofit in the U.S. working 

with private industry, law enforcement, families and 

the professionals who serve them on issues related 

to missing and sexually exploited children



▪ Missing Children Division

▪ Exploited Children Division

▪ Case Analysis Division

▪ Family Advocacy Division 

▪ Training Department

▪ External Affairs Division

Divisions 



Missing Children Division



▪ CyberTipline*

▪ Child Victim Identification Program 

Exploited Children Division

*As of January 2015, more than 3.3 million reports



▪ Case Analysis Division

›Sex Offender Tracking Team

›Child Sex Trafficking Team

›Research

Case Analysis Division



▪ Review missing child cases for child sex 

trafficking (CST) indicators

›1 in 6 endangered runaways reported to 

NCMEC in 2014 were likely sex trafficking 

victims*

▪ Child sex trafficking reports are received 

and referred to LE for independent review 

and potential investigation

Child Sex Trafficking Team

*http://www.missingkids.com/KeyFacts



▪ Provide crisis intervention

▪ Offer emotional support to victims and 

families

▪ Reunification

▪ Family Advocacy Outreach Network

▪ Team Hope

Family Advocacy Division



▪ Prevention and education arm of  NCMEC

▪ Develop prevention programs focused on 

missing and exploited children’s issues

▪ Deliver programs through community 

outreach

External Affairs



Online Risks



▪ Online Sexual Solicitation

▪ Sexting

▪ Sextortion

Online Risks



▪ Sexual solicitation – Unwanted request to 

engage in sexual activities or talk, or any 

sexual request by an adult.

▪ Aggressive sexual solicitation - Include 

actual or attempted offline contact 

through mail, by telephone, or in person.

▪ Distressing sexual solicitation - Episode 

where the child recalls being very upset 

or afraid because of  the incident.

Online Sexual Solicitation



▪ Most occur on social networking sites

▪ Most occur among older teens

▪ Most teens are solicited by peers

▪ Most are not bothered by it

How does solicitation occur?



▪ Exploiting their natural curiosity

▪ Gradually introducing explicit images

▪ Using adult status to control a child’s 

behavior

▪ Offering gifts like cell phones

▪ Manipulating a child’s emotions and 

insecurities

Offenders entice children by:



▪ Sending gifts

▪ Getting angry when they can’t talk to them

▪ Trying to isolate them from their family 

and friends

▪ Sending inappropriate images

Signs of  Grooming



▪ Anyone who sends them photos or videos 

containing obscene content

▪ Anyone who speaks to them in a sexual 

manner

▪ Anyone who asks them to meet in person

Encourage Them to Report



Julie’s Journey     NSTeens.org





Sending nude or semi-nude images through 

technology, usually through cell phones

▪ 2.5% of  teens have appeared in or created a 

“sext.”

▪ 7% of  teens have received a “sext.”

Sexting

http://www.unh.edu/ccrc/pdf/Sexting%204%20of%204%20YISS%20Bulletins%20Feb%202014.pdf



Why Teens Sext?
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http://www.unh.edu/ccrc/pdf/CV231_Sexting%20Typology%20Bulletin_4-6-11_revised.pdf



Your Photo Fate





Consequences of  Sexting



In the News



▪ Talk about the consequences

▪ Tell them to never forward images

▪ Discuss healthy sexual relationships

▪ Talk about how images spread

▪ Encourage them to report

Teaching About Sexting



Sextortion



Definition of  Sextortion

▪ Involves the use of  non-physical forms of  

coercion, such as blackmail, to extort 

individuals into providing sexual content, 

money, or even engage in sexual acts. 



12-year old girl was on an internet 
video/text chat site and showed her 

breasts. The offender then told her that 
he had taken video of  her and would 

post it all over the internet unless she 
did what he said for the next 15 minutes. 

Sextortion Report



How Does Sextortion Differ from 

Sexting?

▪ Majority of  offenders are unknown

▪ Goals of  offenders are different

›78% to acquire more explicit sexual content 

›7% to obtain money

›5% to obtain sexual favors



Who Are the Child Victims?*

*Data analyzed from 310 CyberTipline reports received between October 2013 and November 2014.



▪ Overall

›9-17 years old; Avg =14.75

▪ Females

›9-17 years old; Avg =14.69

▪ Males

›12-17 years old; Avg =15.04

▪ Reports in which sex was unknown

›13-17 years old; Avg =15.57

Who Are the Child Victims?*

*Data analyzed from 310 CyberTipline reports received between October 2013 and November 2014.



Meet Acquire Content Blackmail

Private chat 

or social 

networking 

site—initial 

contact 

made

Social 

networking 

sites—

posting 

content for 

child’s 

family/ 

friends 

used as 

blackmail

Phone/ 

tablet 

app—

once on 

an app… 

Video 

chat—a 

push for 

live 

streaming

Phone/ tablet app

or video chat —a push 

for either if initial contact 

was neither 

How Does this Typically Happen? 



▪ Regardless of  child age or gender, 

experiencing a “negative outcome” 

significantly predicted a greater “concern 

for others”  

▪ Experiencing a negative outcome was 

associated with increased parent 

involvement and parent reports 

Negative Outcomes of  Sextortion



Amanda Todd





Prevention and Response



▪ Understand that teens engage in risky 

behaviors

▪ Acknowledge that teens are naïve

▪ Inform without scaring teens

▪ “Don’t do it” messages are unsuccessful

▪ Discuss healthy sexual relationships with 

teens

Lessons Learned



Activities

Discussion Starters

Games

Read about the Issues

Safety Pledges

Tip Sheets

Videos

NetSmartz.org



NetSmartz.org/Tipsheets



Online Educator Training 



Needhelpnow.ca



"Send this Instead" App



Visit www.cybertipline.org

Call 1-800-THE-LOST®

▪ Anyone who sends a child photos or 

videos containing obscene content 

▪ Anyone speaking to a child in a 

sexual manner

▪ Anyone who asks a child to meet in person

Report to CyberTipline®

How to 
Report



▪ Free online training

▪ This course is designed for child serving 

professionals

▪ Focuses on the unique dynamics involved 

in working with a minor victim of  sex 

trafficking

▪ www.missingkids.com/ncmecuniversity

Introduction to Child Sex Trafficking 

Awareness and Response (ICSTAR)





Jenna Ryckebusch

Senior Programs Coordinator

(703) 837-6112

jryckebusch@ncmec.org


